MEN OF POWER

hand, and sticking to it until late at night when the
last copy was folded and ready for delivery.

They called Phoenix Farm their "Ashram/' or place
of peace. They developed a spiritual brotherhood, with-
out distinction of rank. Some who came had been
well-to-do; at the other extreme at least one had been
an Untouchable. Everyone, Gandhi included, worked
with his own hands. They reduced their material equip-
ment to the minimum. Gandhi's room, for example,
contained nothing but a low desk and a small set of
shelves for his books and papers. He slept upon the
floor with only a blanket under him. Most of the cost
and maintenance came upon him, and it reduced him
almost to penury. His wife shared, of course, in the
sacrifice. She, too, took the vow of poverty required
of all the members. There, and ever since, she has
identified herself with Gandhi's cause and worked
loyally as his comrade.

Any such colony has its problems, and a large pro-
portion of them are psychological and moral. Gandhi
proposed that they use Satyagraha as their method of
solving each difficulty as it came up. One instance will
illustrate it. Two young people were guilty of im-
morality and their conduct reported to Gandhi. He
felt the responsibility to be partly his own since he had
ignored the warnings of his wife. Also he wanted to
make the guilty pair realize the gravity of their offence.
So he undertook this penance:
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